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NIFLHEIM 18
NIFLHEIM 18 isc produced in much more haste than he intended by Dave
Huian, Box 1032, Canoga Park, Califernia, 91305, for thc 78%th liail-
ing of the Spoctator Apateur Press Socizty. Jolun Publication 179.
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EDITORIAL

Here I 2m with the 4th Annish of Nif, and running for OE at that
{not to mention that this is the mailing that will heavily infiuence
the Pilley Poll), snd I'a faced with the probability that I*11l end
up doing little mora than bars minac for the Kailing., Belleve .ne,
it was unintentional - I had planned to have at least a respsatabie
i2-15 pages this time, including ssveral pages of MCs., dut I was
geing to devote the 3<day New Years? weekend 1o doing the gine, and
then Ketye decidsd to have an cpen house Kew Years® Day, so I had to
spend Saturday helping clean house, and then Sunday with guests in
magtering a SAPSzine would have bsen de irop, and Sunday evening 1
wos too tired to work on the zine, and todey (Monday) were all the
Bowl Games, wnich as & dyed-in-the~wool feetball fan I had &c wateh,
8¢ here it iz 8%o 8:00 PM on the 24 and I know I'm not going to have
eny more time to work on the zine. Tomorrow night Katya has to get
her hair done, which will leave me juzst enough time to run thiz off
and collate it afterwards. I coulda’t take any longer becauvse we're
going to ses the DOyley Cabte Patience Wednesday night and Churaday
night Lon Atkins arrives for the weekend. After that it will be too
late to get enything to Wral, so this is it for this mailipg - vwhat-
ever I can get done tonight.

First. of course, I wanted to ask you to vote for me for OE. I
have ne particular platform; I think that the last two OE’s have
done very well, and I have no idea of changing anything. 1I°1) get
the mailings out on time, print leglble 0-0%s on the Rex {if it's not
on one of its periodio blinks - if it is I°1]l make every effort to
find comeons ¥with a mineo who can yun the 0<0 off for me, and as a
very 1aat rasort only will I resort to ditto), and keep accurate
track of the tressury. I%ve served two terms as OE of SFPA and had
no particular conmplaints either time on how I handled the job: I was
8 good deal wore expérimental in SFPA than I will be if Im given the
jocb in SAPS because SFPA hadn’t developed any tradition regarding how
the OEship chould be handled, tut the basics of being OE of an aps
denft change, I dent know if anyone 8lze is running, sc I can’t very
well campaign on the basis of my superior qualifications; I don'’t
think more than a couple of members are any better qualified and as
far as I kncw I%m pretty sure they aren?t running.

Having gotten the campaign out of the way, such as it was (I
had nore to say campeigning for Wral last year then I did for my-
gseif this year - odd...), on to more serconnish topies,

Like. I%ve yoad a few sc¢ience fiction books lately, and it's
eagier to review them than it is to review the mailing, which 1I'd
heve to rercad and thus take up valuable time., If I run out of things
to 82y befoezs I%ec gotten my requiredac in I may do a few quick
comrents, but more 1ikely IY11 do without the MNCs and even the &n-
gtalliment of The Conpleat Card-Flayer this tine.




of Qar. [Dave ox some other N¥fean - I ine

First and most ressnt book to hand ig Ped ¥hitet!s gsquel to
= L
R

EN
Phoeniz Prime -« Snrceress of
tend to send led & copy of thiz but ah notoricusly lax about mailigg
out extras of my apazinss; would you see that he sce3z the review?
He s2if4 that he alwsays wanted td zee fanzine veviews of his books.ﬂ
In py reviéew of Pheoeniw Prime I opined that Ped had thrown away two
good characters, the Sorcsress and Dorf. Ted ashed, in a comment that
Arnie published in SFPA, why I d4idn®t include Elvon as wsell, zince
he had introduced them basicslily to haove charactors for o gsguel.
Actuzlly nmy reagoning Than mag that Elron hedn®t been throwm away; ha
had played the role of a raascnzble minor characiter in & noval and I
vasn't dligeppointed wvhon he was left bsfhin&. But the Sorceress and
Hagendo=f had appeered, influencad the astion slightly, and then, de-
‘spitethe fact that they weres obviously capable of mueh tore, they had
besn dropped. Elron, ot the - cther hend, had done abous 21l he eould
4o in thé zaga of Max Quest, ©o althouzh he wak 2 good character he
could be dropped without its jarring anyshing. -

»

I had eited this asz one of the flaws in PP, and I dentt think that
Ted"s agsertion that he did it on purposs in order to have the basis
for a sequel is volid, Leaving lod3e ‘endf henging in order tO pro-.
"vide a hook for a sequel is maybe good commercial practice, bat itls
bad art. This doesn’t mean that good writing can®t 2savs loose onds
{though I prefer writing that doesn’t}, but that »reparation for 2
 Baguel is not a vaiid artiztic T3asen.

Anyhow, I feel thatl Sorcerass of Qar is a2 couple of cuts ebove
PP, and just migges boing 2 firde-vato novel. The piot is simple
enougn, with nothing in the way of surprises: Biron returns ' o his
city, Qar {is that pronouncszd “kwarY or “Ror® with a back &7}, to
Tind that somacne o scmething 1z clowding tha minds of tho citizeus.
It turps out to be the psir of Cthers whoms Quost hed banished to the
" worid of Qanar at the end ¢f the earijer novel - Grest had taken

away thelir powers, but sonenow they had'gotten thawg tack, Elron is

ca2pituregd " esceves, 1B chptured. cioapes l and goen through a ceuple of
matter tronsmitters To the ¢ity vhere Dord and tha Sorcoress ave.
Iho¥a' he legrns that thoy bad forcsd the Soroaress te restore their
Powers, and whon she learns thet ¥ they hod not goWe back to Barth
2% they had propised tmt ware 8311 on Gonar, sho determines 0 g0
with Blvon apd sttémpt to help hin degtroy ther. " However, their at-
tempt t6 vee'the transmitter ends in disgster: they 28nd 4n o oity
of Ramnr's equator, vhore'the Temperature i 1U0 denrses or more cut-
“Bide in the sun, and the nearest 'Trash water is in the mountdins mev.
eralGays’ journey away. i1, they'muncoo somechow To waks 1t over
the'@esert and the mounieing and thrbugh the jungles 0 Qar, ‘where
they arc immedictely cortured, Shannera €the Soreerces) 9s gane-roped,
and they again escape, They then ocross an cocezn in o boat to the
0ld’ home" city " ©f Shenna®x, "vhere they 2ind & menta? omplifisr which
ensb?og’ Shannara’ t0 oversome the Sthers and destroy them, after
which Eliron znd Shannars 2ro married| Elrzeon beoomes Duke of @y, and
they look like thoy're going to live hap;ily_eysrﬂafﬁar.

e

" The tzte btonenor it gornd X3k cvery BacMEword.eni-corcery
novel eveT nrittert, from EdmertRIcs PurTovghsl to Lin Cartor Mhul
Ted has %tried o do'something with 4T that hasn’t, to my krmouledge,
boch dond veford, | red Gidatr guitt moke 1% either,  unich igd why



tha book fallg short of being first-rate, but he didn't migs far and
I do think he has it in him; so far he seems to be improving notice-
ably with each book of his Ifve read.

The difference is that while the plot outline teliZs you what
happens in the book, it dossn’t at all tell you what the book is
about. The book i3 about the relationship hetween Elron and Skannara,
end how it rTipens from their first meeting when she is the daughtor
of a great technological civilization and he iz a crude barbarian
to their eventual marriege. In betuwsen there is their sharsd struggle
with the desert, their first intercourse in the midst of a providen-
tial rainstorm, their growing spiritual union, the shatlering of the
rapport in the aftermath of ths rape by Archer end Edwards, its re-
turn vhen Elron is wounded and lies near death, and their aventual
united victory over their opposition. Theras are the elements here
of 2 hell of a story, and one that has seldom if ever been teld. IT
John D. MacDonald had taken these alements and writton a story based
on them it weuld have been a classio, I'm sure. Ted, unfortunatdly,
isn't in MacDon2ld’s class -~ yat, at lsast « and I eouldn®t really be-~
liave evarytRing he was telling ma.

I think thet was the main trouble ~ I had the feeling too many
times that Ted White was telling me somathing, not that something wae
happening to tha characters in the book. Not always, by a long shot -
sone of the acenss cama through vory well, especinlly the gequence
in the desert - but too often for the boeck to have as much impact as
it could. You don®t exipset regl peoplc in a sword-and~sorcsry novel,
which means that the suthor has to work guate & bit harder than he
would have tc in e mndane noevel to convince you that yes, you really
are reading about peopdle and not characters.

There wore & few mrinor dstails that bothered me, toco = 1 suppose
one of the grest risks of writing this sort of story is that you'rs
not, obviomgly, familisr with your baclground. and you can make mis-
takes that will jar gomeone who notices something that you forgot.
For instance, Ted makes an exceptionally big deal over the fact that
in oxrder to eke cut their water supplr they rig 2 crude atill to re-
move more or isss pure water from their urine, Now, I don’t Ikmow if
the still he propesed weunld work or not -~ I rather doudbt it, but I'm
not going to bet, and I'm willing to grant hinm that for the story -
but at thiz timo they ars not more than & short diztance from the
sea, and if you can distill uxrine that way you can sure as hell dis-
till sea wator, which haa @ much lowsr mineral content as well as
being psychologically more palatable. And it was an unnecessary
goof, toe, because ncthing in the story required them to be near the

sea, and out in an open dezert he could nave made the same point very
talidly.

'hen the part about Shannara being able to reed Elron’s mind waz
handlied 2 bit inconesistentiy: zometime2 she didn’t take action that
she certainly would hiave taken if she could have read his mind, but
at other times a big deal was made of it., And at one point Elron was
pernitted to read her mind, only that dissppegeddzm after the first
instancs and never raappeared. I could understand its absence during
the time they were estranged alftaer her rape. as being part of tha es-

rangement, but in thet case it should carlainly have returned when




they once more achieved uwnion, It dldn'i - avparanitly even 2y the
very ond cf the beook (did you fTorget aboub iLl- Ted?).

But these are mincer details which don't resally affect the overall
effect’ of ' the book, To sum uwp my own foelings, I thought that taken
as o sword-and-zorcery novel withoud pretenszicons to anything more, it
was above averag? -~ the action vas weasonably nlausible, the wrlting
readabls, tho ending satisfying., Buf becsuge it had the potential to
be much mora, I wac disappoinied that 1% underachiseved. There is at
least this - I like the goal thet Ted is obwicusly 2iming for, and I
hope hs Xeops shooting at it, There are all ton few SF writers teday
who are ©ovon prmirmiimgrioxurito trying o write the kind of fiection
that I like to read; Ted 18 one, 2nd I'm glad to see him zelling.

Cn the other hand, the other sword-and-zorcery novel by a new au-
hor that I have vead letely ealwmest s enscugh to malte me sweay off
my policy of reading everythipg available as long as itis S2S, Ifve
ploughed my way, through souz pretty basad stulf in ny fanaticihl S&3
reading, but I"believe that Ternepen of Gor, by "Jjohn Hoxman® (an
acknowledged pseudenym; the copyright iz in the name of John Lange,
but thet’z not neceszarily any help., Thoe gur is supposed to be a
logic profeasor, and I believe it, for reasons to be gtatsd shortlyl},
is the woret piece of 3&S Ive ever vead. It makes Thonzoer of Lamuria
look: 1ike The Curved Saber by comparison. ' e

The Ballentine blurb gays thet the auther “heoz read 1little fan-
tasy but has found that he likes toeswrite in the genrs booauss, as
With many otheys, it fress him to explore new ideas, to relaz in a
worlid of his own creating, o world of action and hizh adventurs, ®
gte., ¥Yeah, HWall, cno of, the few pieces of fantssy he must have read
ig A Princess of Mara, becsuse the story Ls alwmost as bletant a steal
from Burrcugns 28 the ®BEdword P.-Bradbury? Hars stories, Hot guite,
but gquite encugh to comvines mo thet he wush have had some familiarlity
with Burroughs. I get the idea of a yotng collegs pyrof gstting hold
of a aouple of voiumes.of the Baracom sories, yesding them, thinking
% can do bet¥ar then thet¥, and prompbly setting out and doing much,
much worsa, Now, Burroughs had lets ©f faults. His style was poor,
hig charzcterizations net especinslly good (though not as btad as zome
neoplc make out), his science was ludicroung, 2nd his plots bore ne
cloge lnspection at a£ll., Houwcver, "Neorman® chose 46 stlek right with
Burroughs on these points. Where he differs fronm Burrougha ia that
whars Burroughs was & meater of {fagt-nmoving story aoticn, so that you
d%dn’'s have mueh trouble ignoriag the inconsiatsneiss in the plet,
"Norman® spende peges ané pages ond paged febiing up background. It
i8n%t necessary. You dontt stert off @ gtery of this kind by having
the hero gpend the Tirst 8ix chepters besing taught all about the world
he's come to, Durroughs 4idn’it; even hie imitators usually donfhs.

A coupla of pagas to ths effect that thoe next two months he was in-
structed in Bhe lensmess epd the use of ths gsword and spesar wntil he
bhecane woTe proficiont with them Chan anyone in tha vhols of Hars (or
vhatever world), ond then off on adventpren.  If you need & fpob, in-
t7oduce 1t 2t the Liwe itz nseded 2nd back-raferonce it Lo the tinn
thet was cnert in "school?, Thatis elementary, However, TNorzan®
anparently doesn’t mmferatend this, and if Bellantine Snborndsg to keep
buying hle sitories in which he cermibs this feult ke probabliy wen’t
a7l I87T Bee ¢ eoupls move of these chorbicns, Hv¥m 2ikely L0 bd-
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Then there was Kris Hevlille’s latest, Ths Mutantg., I've played
a geod bit of bridge with Kris, and I think I can say he's the pro
author I know best ac a person (not cownmting a few fans who have
cold a story or two at ons time or another, like Len Moffett or Al
Andrews, but who have never really settled dowvn to selling), 80 I
wish I could sey I found this a Really Crsat Book. DBecsusos much of
Krics stuff ig first-rate. This one, unfortunately, isnft, It’s a
pot~boiler, whnich mesns nothing and goeg nowhere. Kris is too goed
a writer for it to be 2 really bad book - it’s readable enough, the
suspense iz well-handled, and I certainly didn't have any difficulty
finighing it (a3 I did with Iarnsmen of Gor) ~ but it sgtarts off like
a book that could have soms real meat in it and degenerates into a
routine save-the-world eplc just like Murray Leinster has written
gsever or a dozen timess, Leinster, howover, doas it with & certain
elan which lots him get away with it - when you pick up a Leinster
gtory you don't expect ell sorta of deep inzights and human people
and that aort of thing: you expecl a fast-action story, a few shrewd
commants on the universe in general, and probably an interesting
kink at the end. And that’s what you reliablg get., 50 you're satic~
fied.

Here Kris has o geood idea - an allen spsce-atation which has
teken 2 large number of mutated earth children (artificfally mutated
by the aliens) and is keeping them on the station, ready to destroy
human life on Earth. Thore 2re sbout 8 thousand on cne gdde of the
station, wixed sexss, who are to mounrt the first aagault and kill off
21l the humans (the muteants have telepathic and telekinetic powers
which will meke this eagy; if that isn't enough, they have devices
which will cauze hueans to go =ed end kill ceach other)s Then a
second smz2ll group of mtants, 81l male, will be gent down to de-
stroy the first giroup, ¥Whooe powers will be interrupted by the
turming off of the projectcr which stirulates their powers, After
this the survivors will be allowed to live out their lives as they
like, after which the aliens will move in witheut having exposed
thexselves to any dangsr at 211 (ous of their ocardinal principles).

However, they inadvertently forgot o pick uvp one of the mutanta
they had created, 2 girl, and the bulk of the story is how sheg bg-
ging %o find out that sha has gtrange powers, how the aliens learn of
her and send cne of the mutanis down to destrey her, how he tracks
her dowvn end how she evades him, utilizing thae faect that she has had
far greater experience with the worid than he has. Eventually he is
captured and sho cornvinces the government (levitating is fairly con-
vincing when you can 4o it to order) that they are in danger. The
world is saved and bully fox our side. Of ocourse there is 2 lot
necre to it than that. There is lots of suspense about now the world
i1l evantunlly be saved, ard tc give eredit where dus it 1is built
skillfully end your attention is held, But thers is so0 nmuch that
could have boen done with the gtory that wasnit. Almest nothing,
for instancs, ig chowm of the 1ifz of the rutants in the station,

The clicns rocmein very shadowy figures, though I don’t think they
were supposed to. And vorst of 2li, almost nothing i3z mede of the
relotionship betwesn the girl, Julia, and the mutant, Yalt, whe was
sent to kiil her. And the trouble is that Krie hes dcone a good
enough job of showing us their characiers that we want to know what's
going on betwaen them, and then nothing does. It's one flew in ore-



ating believabie characters - cnse tihe rokler starts setlng then as
real peopie. hie iz wmzally Jjorwdd when thay staxt actinw iike leinster
chsracters {thouvgh it doesn®i _bother hinm 3 tit ¥When Lalinster cherac-
ters act like Leinster characioTal. Juliz and ¥Welt heve bscome weal
pecple halfysy Thrdugn the “sck; ghen they drop Qut of echaracter, ap-
parently only for ths szke of the story. It didn'®t wash.

11 Ted White, how thez d

I can®t tell Kris, any mors thon I czn te

should have: witipn the stery. I can ooy what I 70Xt _was wrong wit
it,.but I%n &b 8% a1l gtzo Wﬁﬂu changss gagnld be pode o improve f
53%. when your get dowm to speeili i (L can t21l John Noréen

all gorts of things he ghould ha g didn®t do, but he's
Dowhe,b near to haing & profes i Ak o Ay ) “and Ted ars
both highly prefsscionsl, even 1 g ié Tur n ot flawed
wOOku;} Possaol g csrrugb the erigin2l Lotk 1ns m
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included £11 the thinge that touid have mede thin o f rzu ‘abu ULP
novel o the . things ghat are visng 279 all things Lhat could e ex
plained by & pobry ”?iting Job, T don't know v?*t Belooni's “O’LGF
on editing is.

And that's book =z v;ﬂua fer thish, amd I should have & couple of

pRges over reqaifeémc alter.all, Geod,  Nexzt &ime I heps ©ohave
algo maliling comments nﬁ meybe oven sSome Lo cother geosdics: thiz 55~

hour work wm>“ ean®t last fore"-z. Can 1T?

Congratulations to Pocing on gebiting the SRAM and 387,
bt

Congratilations to Dave 3 Arnzn on Florida winging the Crange
BOWle ) ]

Congratulations to Llon Atkinz ¢ %laQ:xs vinning the Susar Bowl
{note to & couple of peeplh from ?pav ;ime:  Alshamn has no poliecy
aegzingt piaying gchicols with Hzogyoes on thiedy tommg,  Hebreska head
severel. .Dig 10 tzams hove o polick agrinst playing Southern teems
in the Scuth, and fcu &340“ feans ard willing to ucbﬂdala g2ames with
& bosm if they can't get = home-~and-heome arrangemens. ).

Condolences 0 ALArxmie Kahz on [Deflfalo losing o chance to play in
the Super Bovi.

CoxGolences ¢o Ed Coz, Iee Jacobs, and =z on the Super Bowl being
blacized out in Loz Angeies.
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